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FACT NEWS

We have exciting news to share for both FACT and national ferret welfare.

If you haven't yet heard (it's even on CNN), the ban on pet ferrets in New York City may be lifted. One person — who
says one person can’t make a difference? - petitioned the city and asked to have the ban reconsidered. While the
new mayor hasn’t committed to approval, the Health Department (the ones who banned them in the first place) is
now urging ferrets be allowed as long as they are altered. The city’s Board of Health has to approve the request.
Their process is to propose a rule, then accept public comments and hold a public hearing. If you make sure we
have your e-mail address, we’ll be sending a note when that period opens so you can express how much you’d like
to see ferrets legal in the city!

For those in the Hartford area, the thrift store that gives FACT a commission on donated goods will be in town June
13 & 27, doing pickups. You can call Helping Hands at 203.782.4800 to make arrangements; be sure when you call
to say you are donating in our name.

We held a “Melatonin Implant Party” on March 29 here at the shelter for many of the Fosters with adrenal issues.
Rocket and Snowflake each received one (it was great to see them so happy in their Foster homes), as did our little
friend Ruffle. Another was sent off to Linda Bowen, who has a local friend who is a vet tech and will do the implants
for her.

We took full advantage of the grant to redo the shelter room. The insecure cabinet was tossed and two kitchen base
cabinets installed — with strategically placed magnetic catches. No longer can ferrets climb the handles! No more
can slinky bandits throw feeding syringes to their cohorts below. Another wonderful addition is a high-end air purifi-
er. More than just a HEPA filter, the RabbitAir model we chose has 6 (!) filters, including a charcoal one for odors.
Why was this the choice? While stylish and energy-efficient, the best part was that it could be mounted on the wall,
saving space and saving cleaning time. Ferrets have a miraculous ability to get poop and kibble under EVERY-
THING, and their little feet and noses leave marks, too.

The coolest part of the whole project? | found FERRET WALLPAPER. While it would have been a bit much in bulk —
and too expensive — we thought a border design would work great to separate the planned bottom, to be painted in
enamel that would take scrubbing and the top, which was to be a lighter, brighter color. When | went searching for
borders online, there were lots of adorable animal ones. But | entertained a fantasy that somewhere there could be a
design with a ferret in it and lo and behold, came across a wonderful site called Spoonflower that has designers up-
load their creations as fabric, gift wrap, or wallpaper. There were actually four different ferret designs. When we con-
tacted the artist, a former ferret owner, she was thrilled to hear it would be used in a shelter. She translated her base
design into one with color bands to make it easy to cut one roll into a border, and even donated her test roll to us.

The last page of this issue has photos of the new digs. FACT now has one of the nicest shelters ANYWHERE.
We're proud it now reflects how we feel about our ferrets—they are precious and deserve the best. ¢
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PERSONNEL CHANGES

| think | actually forgot to tell folks about Alex! Alex
arrived in late January, right about the time the 1st
2014 issue was mailed, and somehow | missed her in
the last issue. She is a sable—despite her name a
girl—who we picked up in Willimantic. The family that
owned her was going through difficult financial times
and had recently lost her friend. They decided to give
her to FACT to ensure she would have good care.
Alex quickly found a home with Brenda Deloy.

Barbara lost her friend Pandora in March. True to her
custom, however, she’s taken in some new furries.
Several are adoptees, but a new Foster is Dante. He
and his companion Rocky came to us in April, aban-
doned by someone at West Warwick (RI) animal con-
trol. Both around 5, sable Rocky just never did well.
He had insulinoma, and we suspect the weeks in lim-
bo didn’t improve his health. Sadly, we ended up let-
ting him pass on after three weeks of handfeeding and
TLC. Dante is a little younger, but suffers from low
blood sugar as well as the terrible arthritis Rocky had
(Did they live most of their lives someplace damp?)
Barbara reports that some pain medicine is helping
and he’s put on some weight.

We’re very happy to welcome a new and some return-
ing Foster parents to the program. Shannon Gilman
and Wendy Belward had both been Foster parents
before. Wendy ended up with a BOGO deal—she
adopted Chantal and is Fostering her buddy Lilly.
Shannon is scheduled to take in Mac, who we think is
older than we first thought.

Barney is a handsome sable fellow. We were told he
was 5 years old, but he sure doesn’t act like it! Barney
loves people and was just desperate to be with them.
Luckily, we’ve approved Freddie Krampitz and Michael
Laspada as his new Foster dads. Freddie & Mike
don’t have their own transport, which can be tough
even in a city like Hartford, but literally live 1/2 mile
from the shelter, so we’re providing a “emergency taxi”
fund if Vanessa isn’t available to help rush someone to
a vet. They have 4 ferrets of their own and Freddie
reports Barney is settling in great with them—they
can’t believe he’s 5, either! ¢

FACT RESIDENT FOSTERS

Ruffle is one of those thin little girls, so I'm inclined to
call her “Ruffles Has Ridges!” due to her bony spine.
You can actually feel each of her melatonin implants.
She eats fine, so | guess she’s just one of those who
are naturally slender. If only | were like that!

Cate will be staying here as one of my Fosters. | can
feel she has something hard—surely a tumor—in her
belly. She happily snoozes with all the other old la-
dies. One thing she loves above all else—8 in One
ferret foods makes a soft-moist ferret food. Most of
the ferrets here don’t actually like 8 in One dry kibble,
but they consider the soft-moist pieces to be a WON-
DERFUL treat. Believe me, it's so expensive you
don’t want to use it for anything BUT a treat. Cate
loves them enough that even with the other bowils full,
she will follow me and beg. She gets gruel nightly,
but | can’t resist sneaking her several soft-moist piec-
es every day. The hard part is keeping the other pig-
gies away from it,though Cate is pretty tough about
keeping her little snout right in the bowl so they can'’t
get a nose in!

Herbie has actually been seen sleeping near another
ferret! | don’t hold much hope for his ever becoming
really friendly with others, though. He usually tries to
bite them when they come near. One exception is my
Raynesha, who is a little devil. She will snap right
back and yell at him. Since she is not descented, if
they get into a tiff it means she “skunks,” too, which
just makes my living room smell great. This is where
pet wet wipes are a boon!

Now that spring is here and windows can be opened,
Shaylee loves to climb into the window perch. It's a
testament to her recovery—and Dr. Barrios’ skill—
that beside her tumor not returning, she still has plen-
ty of shoulder strength to climb the cat condo and
from there, into the window seat.

¢
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UPDATES FROM FOSTER PARENTS

Nymph, Petey, Pepper and Finian and Pandora
(The Final Chapter)
By Barbara Podann

It is with a great deal of sadness to report that my
sweet Pandora went to the Rainbow Bridge on March
15. It took some time to figure out which ferret had
bloody stools. At first | thought it was Nymph, Pan-
dora's sister, because she had blood around her tail
and back legs. But the next morning | checked Nymph
and she was clean. | discovered it was Pandora.
When she went to the bathroom, sadly | saw more
blood than stool. She was also refusing to eat.

| brought her to the East Hartford Animal Clinic. Dr.
Norma did a blood workup and found that Pandora
had a raging infection that had been going on for some

time before there were any signs that she  Finian
was seriously ill. Knowing that, and the

fact that Pandora's immune system had already start-
ed to shut down, | was told it would not help if | took
Pandora home with a bag full of medicines. Pandora
had a 50/50 chance that the medicine might work tem-
porarily. Consequently, we agreed that letting her go
was the best thing we could do for her and ease her
pain.

Dook in peace Pandora and know that we love you so
very, very much. My poor little Nymph is so lost with-
out her sister now. I'm trying to spend as much time as

possible with her. It is helping both of us to get thru the |

grieving process. | have noticed a couple of different
times that she went up to the hammock to sleep with
Bella and Luna, though. | am beginning to think that
she wants someone similar to her sister. Both girls
welcomed Nymph with open paws.

| have also made a few changes with the sleeping
arrangements. | had been noticing that Petey was not
a happy camper in the cage with the two babies, so |
now have him sleeping with Nymph, Patty, Bella and
Luna. Petey seems happier now and is able to peace-
fully relax with the older fur kids. He did not like the
two babies jumping on his head. Petey likes to sleep
in the snooze ball that is in the cage. If Nymph or any
of the girls are in his favorite snooze ball, he will crawl
in and push whoever is there to the back of it, then
he'll sleep right in the opening. Petey is the new man
of that cage. | often see Nymph poke her head out
and it is often resting on top of Petey's rump, which |
find adorable!

Now let me tell you how Pepper and Finian are doing
with their cagemate babies, Skidoo and Ricochet. |
actually think that this set up is working better than |
had thought it would. The boys are taking to their two
new cage mates with a grain of salt, and maybe a
bottle of whiskey.

| am happy to report that Pepper-pot is doing less and
less bullying of the other ferrets in the room. | know
Pepper would deny this, but | have found him sleep-
ing with Nymph and sometimes Luna. Finian is not
fussy as to who he will sleep with during the day. For
Finian, it seems that any warm body will do the trick!
He has even started to do a little playing with the little
girls. He is such a little gentleman! | suppose that is
why Luna and Nymph search him out during the day.

| guess that is all the news that is fit to print for this
issue of Ferret Poop. The "Kids" and | hope everyone
had a Happy Easter. Bye bye till next time. ¢

Editor Note: At the moment Petey was discovered to
have a mouthful of ulcers, for which he’s been placed
on medication. Keep your fingers crossed for him.
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Bella and Pete
By Linda Bowen

Everyone seems to be happy that Spring is here, even
Bella and Pete. Last month, Bella started to exhibit the
classic hair loss pattern indicating adrenal disease, so
she was started on a melatonin implant, the same as
her buddy Pete. Pete has been getting implants for
over a year and appears to be doing rather well with it.
Hopefully, Bella will also be successful. Both are hap-
py little guys who seem to be aging gracefully, without
too much incident. They are very sweet little ones who
have never shown any aggressiveness or animosity.
Wouldn't it be nice if we could all say the same thing of
ourselves? ¢

Rocket
By Eugene DeNeutte

Rocket is doing well. The longer that we have her, the
more personality comes out. She's definitely the most
patient of all our ferrets, she likes to sit back and
watch the others, then she jumps on them when
they're not looking. Rocket also likes to play a game
called You’re-Not-Paying-Attention-To-Me...so what
she'll do is visit us on the couch by climbing up or
she'll nip our ankles and toes if we leave them on the
floor. | can definitely tell that she enjoys being with us
and enjoys having two big brothers that she can out-
run. ¢

Alvin
By Rachel Simoneau

Alvin is doing great! We love our little man, he's sleep-
ing a little bit more but we are making sure that he is
happy and loved. He makes everyone's day brighter.
He likes to run up to the other animals and tries to give
them kisses. Of course we still get our kisses from Al-
vin too. We love our little man so much and can't imag-
ine not having him around. Thanks for all the help!

¢

Mac

Daisy & Otto
By Kary Fontaine

Daisy is one hot firecracker. She is out and racing
during the day, however at night she has her own
cage. She escaped every other cage | have and in-
vited her cagemates to join her in pursuit of naughti-
ness. She then plays so rough with them they
screech and poop all over the ferret room.

Grandparents, we could not attend any recent ferret
functions because there’s way too much going on at
home and | have quite a lot to do. We should see
you at the next get-together. Daisy is wonderful with
people and I think you’ll like her.

Otto just came home from the vet. When | bathed
him, | felt what appeared to be a very small scab on
the top of his head. Over only a few weeks it en-
larged. We saw Dr. Katie and she was able to re-
move it in an office procedure. He looks so cute with
his shaved head and dissolvable stitches!

Otto is how his happy, sweet self thanks to your con-
tributions to FACT. We are very grateful to all the
ferret Grandparents.

¢

Lilly, Miley and Alex
By Brenda Deloy

Lilly, Miley and Alex are doing well, but they are miss-
ing their furry friend (FACT alumni) Zeke. They finally
did get their first adventure outside for this year. It
was only brief, but they had quite a time! And after,
they all had a much needed bath! Some enjoyed it
more than others. ¢
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Fiona Mattie
By Pat Calkins and Shelly DeMarco By Sandy Burke

Hello!! Fiona here! Boy, | am so glad the weather is
finally nice! Shelly and | have plans for Mother's Day
for Mama Pat. We are going to go to the shore, weath-
er permitting of course and the humans and | are gon-
na have a great time with clams, ice cream and any
other yummy goodies we can find for the day!! Sounds
good to me! Happy Mother's Day to all our moms.

On a different note, | have been under the weather a
bit lately. | had a big swollen hind foot. | was put on a
medicine to clear it up. I'm looking forward to running
around after it heals. Everyone in the pen is doing fine.
We want to keep it that way!! Well, not much else to
tell this time, so until next time... Good health to all

and ta ta!!l
¢

Little Mattie is hanging in there just fine. She's getting
fussier about eating, and prefers to have her Bandits
treats rather than her real food. So far she's pulled
through and gone back to eating her kibble--I think
she enjoys scaring me! Mattie is a little balder and
putters around the house from cozy to cozy. She'll
sometimes play with her toys, still loves stealing my
wallet, and will come to me to be held (for a little while
anyways before she squirms to get down.) Her broth-
er Beebe absolutely loves her (as do ) and he's al-
ways by her side whenever she is up. Who can resist

her sweet little face?!
¢

New Shelter Room Photos

The original design of the incredibly cute wallpaper!
Find it & more on Spoonflower.com.

A closeup of the border design made for us. The artist

also made it available with green or brown bands of color.
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Foster Parent updates are due July I5.

Submit your update to Annie Fine at: ferrets@altmessaging.com or mail to FACT.

ACT Ferret Poop is a publication for Foster Ferret Program donors and participants. For subscription information, contact the
erret Association of Connecticut, |4 Sherbrooke Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106. www ferret-fact.org.

Publication schedule:

February | April | June |

August |

October | December |
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The new, ferret-safe cabinets.

The opposite corner
showing the RabbitAir
purifier. Expensive but
worth it!

Food containers on the table in
front of a closet where we keep
al/c and fans for summer.
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