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Animal 
Control 
Officer’s 
Guide 
to 

Ferrets 

The Ferret Association operates a small 
shelter exclusively for ferrets.  Animals are 
taken in from public and private humane 
societies or shelters who are unfamiliar with 
ferrets or who are not equipped to house 
and care for them.  Individuals wishing to 
give up their pets are offered guidance to 
help solve problems and information on 
places to seek responsible new owners. 
Due to its small size, the shelter can 
normally only accept ferrets from the public 
on a space-available basis. 

Animals are adopted out following careful 
screening and an interview process. 
Elderly or sick ferrets are provided 
appropriate medical care. 
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The Ferret Association of Connecticut focuses on the welfare of domestic ferrets. To improve their lives, we provide factual 
information, advocate for their protection and safe treatment, and support shelter efforts for lost or abandoned animals. 

Ferret Specific Assistance 

The Ferret Shelters Directory 
(www.ferretshelters.org) has a list of facili-
ties that accept/place pet ferrets. Many are 
willing to accept transfers from animal con-
trol should you be unable to house or direct-
ly adopt them out. Our own website, 
www.ferretassn.org, has a great deal of care 
information about pet ferrets to help you find 
an appropriate home.   

If you already place ferrets, you are wel-
come to submit your facility to the Ferret 
Shelters Directory website free of charge.   

CT ACO’s are welcome to contact us should 
you need to transfer the ferret at 
860.247.1275 or info@ferretassn.org 

Most ferrets in New England originate from 
pet stores and are altered at a very young 
age.  Males can be identified by their penis, 
which is located partway up their belly, like a 
dog’s.  Females are often much smaller.   

Ferrets eat dry kibble.  While some may only 
be accustomed to specific ferret foods, most 
will eat high-quality dry cat food.  For a day or 
two, inexpensive dry cat food will do. They 
should always have food and water available. 
They should be housed in a wire cage with no 
more than 1” x 2” space between wires. A 
piece of fabric should be provided for bed-
ding—preferably smooth fabric that their nails 
will not catch on.  A ferret may use a litter box, 
but is more likely to use flat newspaper on the 
bottom of the cage for a toilet. 

When ferrets are excited, they hop up and 
down, lunging at you with their mouths wide 
open and “dancing” back and forth.  They are 
not “mad!”  This is their invitation to play.  Al-
low a ferret daily time out of the cage to ex-
plore and play until you can place them.   

Ferrets have specific care needs and are not 
the right pet for everyone.  We recommend 
you carefully screen potential adopters if you 
choose to adopt ferrets out of your facility.   

A Word About Rabies 

The State of CT currently recommends a 
quarantine period for ferrets involved in bite 
incidents regardless of their vaccination sta-
tus.  Each state has it’s own recommenda-
tions regarding ferrets, but any animal that 
appears to have been injured by another ani-
mal should be isolated and carefully watched 
for signs of illness. 

Help!  I Took in a Ferret!

Don’t panic!  The only domestic member of 
the weasel family has arrived at your facility. 
He or she is not wild, poses no threat to the 
local ecology, and is unlikely to harbor any 
disease. 

Is It a Ferret? 

Ferrets weigh 1-4 lbs. and come in a range 
of colors, from albino to chocolate brown, to 
dark brown with a raccoon-like mask.  They 
may have white socks or bib, but if they 
have a white bib, and golden brown fur and 
eyes, this may be a mink!  They look very 
similar.  A ferret is normally a friendly, socia-
ble creature, most often found when lost 
outside by walking up to the first human 
they see, seeking protection. 

Basic Care & Handling 

Although a ferret found outside or coming 
from an abusive situation may be very 
scared and try to bite, most are comfortable 
being handled by people. 

Ferrets have poor eyesight and may be 
blind or deaf.  The noise level in the typical 
animal facility may frighten them, also.  Let 
them smell the palm of your hand before 
reaching for them, or distract them with a 
toy or treat with one hand while grasping 
them from behind with the other.  Hold them 
securely around their shoulders, close to 
your chest but not too close to your face. 
Ferrets may nip at the scent of facial lotion 
or aftershave. 

A ferret may arrive with fleas or ticks.  You 
should use flea products labeled for use in 
kittens only.  Never dip a ferret.   

If you hold ferrets, please contact a vet for a 
canine distemper shot; CD is 99% fatal to 
ferrets.




