Paw Printz

Been missing ferret news? Like what you see?

The Ferret Association has been publishing the Paw Printz newslet-
ter continuously for the last 30 years. It comes out 5 times a year.
Each issue is 14-20 pages with curated information on:

. ferret care, news & issues;

. ferret health information

. mustelid news (including latest on Black-Footed Ferrets);

. ferrets in media;

« sheltering;

. and animal news of interest.

There is no advertising and proceeds benefit our shelter work.
Facebook New Subscriber Special! $20 for one year.

Just paypal $20 to donation@ferretassn.org and note it’s for “Paw Printz” and
we’ll send out your first copy!

PS: Working on a system to publish digitally! Right now we're print only.

2024 Labbie Overload

We received ferrets released from a medical research lab in July, August, October,
November and December.

Shelter director Vanessa has thrown up her hands trying to name each individually. They all
look alike and when groups of 5 arrive at once, it’s futile. They’ll all be renamed by adopters,
anyway. So we’ve resorted to naming them as groups—the November group was Ursula #1-4, the
December girls are Belle #1-5. We DO track their microchip and history info, so can make sure
new caretakers get the correct info on each.

Animal Control Classes

We received a call from the president of the CT Municipal Animal Control Officer’s
Association. She’d attended one of the classes we did seven (!) years ago along with other
specialty rescues and remembered it as terrific. She asked if we’d do it again—sure! This was a
project the Board identified that we wanted to do again anyway.

There will be three workshops in January. While aimed at Animal Control, animal welfare
folk are also welcome to attend.

FACT will do one presentation. There will be a section on rabbit care as well as an expert on
guinea pig care. Particularly after the pandemic, when small pets were bought—then abandoned—
like crazy, this info is important for animal control. In CT, also, they’re required to obtain
continuing education and these will qualify for 4 credits.

Facebook Fundraising Sales

Ooph! The fall facebook sales were successful but boy, were they tiring. We haven’t set a
full schedule for 2025 but we are definitely taking a break for January. Back to sales beginning in
February!
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Page 2 FACT NEWS
2024 Shelter Statistics

Ferrets Taken In: 66
Males: 25 Females: 41
Under 1 year: 16 1-2 years: 42

3-4 years: 7 5and older: 1
Surrender Reasons: Moving/housing: 6 (incl. 4 due to owner incarceration)
No time: 7 Can't afford: 2
Kid not caring: 7 Death in family: 1
Found outside: 3 Transfer from ACO: 2
Lab release 37
Origins: Petco: 7 Pets Supplies Plus: 2
Other Pet Store: 6 Unknown pet store: 14

Arrived from states:
Connecticut: 24 New York: 2 Massachusetts: 3
(Out of State) Research Facilities: 37

Ferrets Adopted Out: 50
Placed in Foster Program: 6 Deceased before placement: 0 Found/reunited with owner: 1

Adopter locations: Connecticut: 32 Massachusetts: 16 New Jersey: 2

While in 2023 we only took 3 ferrets from the main laboratory we’ve worked with for several years, the 37 (!)
just from them in 2024 is—hopefully!l-an anomaly. They included a group of 8 “spare” babies. Sad to realize all
the “used” babies that will never make it out alive. 29 moms times an average 5 babies per litter means as many
as 150 ferrets will be killed for medical research. We're glad for those freed, but deeply mourn the lost souls.

VYVYVVYYVYVYVYVYVYVYVYVYVYYYYYYY
Event Calendar

Your love for ferrets can live on and on.

March

March 24-26—Annual Animal Welfare Confer-
ence, Burlington, MA. Sponsored by New
England Federation of Humane Societies. Visit
NewEnglandFed.org for info & registration.

March 29—Ferret Show, York, PA. Contact
afa@ferret.org for info.

You don’t need to be wealthy to create a plan to
help these animals you love.

Legacy, or planned giving, gifts are simple and
easy. Be it a bequest in your will, a share of life
insurance or an IRA, property like a house or
car, or a more complex arrangement, the only
way the ferrets lose is if you don’t do it.

. April
We don’t want to lose our friends but when the
inevitable happens, you will know you've left a
parting gift behind. Please talk to us about your
options for continuing to care for ferrets.

April 2-National Ferret Day!

April 26—Woozlefest, Lockport, IL. Fun fest &
informal judging. Sponsored by Chicago Ferret
Association. Visit GCFA.org for info.
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Paw Printz is published 5 times a year by the Ferret Association of Connecticut, Inc.
Editor: L. Vanessa Gruden. Email: LV Gruden@ferretassn.org

Original articles or enclosures may be reproduced in their entirety provided that proper credit is given to the author(s), source(s) and Paw
Printz. For permission to use any other material, please contact the author(s) directly.

Opinions expressed are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the opinions of this publication, the editor, or of FACT.

Issues Include:
January/February...... March/April.......May/June........ July/August ........ September/October......November/December
One issue per year is a combined” Double” depending on time constraints/vital info to disseminate.




FERRET NEWS Page 3

Saving the Storm's Silent Victims

Written by Cory Vaillancourt. Excerpted from SmokyMountainNews.com, December 11, 2024. Significant edits for space.

Mary Garrison and her husband, Fairview Fire Depart- — ———-

ment Battalion Chief Tony Garrison, awoke around 4 a.m. on
Sept. 27 to a darkened home with no electricity, torrential
rainfall pounding the ground and high winds from Hurricane
Helene screaming through their tiny, isolated Craigtown com-
munity.

Shortly after sunrise that Friday morning, Mary drew
Tony’s attention to a waterfall in their back yard that didn’t
used to be there; it was cascading down the mountain,
around the house, into the front yard. “All of a sudden, from
that mountain across from us, a landslide. It was like water,
mud, trees,” Mary recalls. “I have never seen anything like .
that in my life.” 4 - "

In that instant, Mary couldn’t have known that she was
spending her last precious moments with Tony, the man she’d loved for more than 30 years. “He didn’t think
twice that day,” she said. “He just went. He grabbed his raincoat and out the door he went.”

Mary and their daughter headed out to retrieve their hunting dogs from an outbuilding, while their son suited
up to help Tony check on the residents of Craigtown. ... Tony ran down the driveway. Joined by his son and a
cousin, he had just successfully moved a relative to safety right as the situation escalated dramatically.

Tony told his son to run, but they didn’t make it more than five steps before they too were swept away.
About an hour later, the three men were located. Miraculously, Mary and Tony’s son was alive but had ingested a
good amount of mud and was possibly hypothermic. He had to be cut from the tangle of trees, roots and rubble
that had enveloped them. Tony and his cousin weren’t as fortunate. Rescuers found that Tony had died with his
arms around his son.

Six hours after Tony was killed, Mary and her son were evacuated so he could receive medical treatment,
but amid all the damage, destruction and death, Mary’s thoughts eventually turned to other members of their im-
mediate family — five snakes, four ferrets, three cats, two dogs and a rabbit — that were still stuck in their largely
undamaged home.

Friends and neighbors had taken up care of the animals as Mary and her daughter sought shelter with fami-
ly, but those friends and neighbors, like Mary, had to focus on their own losses as well.

Eventually, the Garrisons came to grips with a choice no one ever wants to make.

“We made the decision as a family that foster was the right thing for us at the time, because we just were not
able to do it ourselves, and we’re not ones to ask for help,” Mary said. “That was really hard. You know you are
their primary caretaker, and when you’re not able to care for them, it makes you feel like a failure.”

With an aim toward reclaiming the animals when they were better equipped to care for them, the Garrisons
said goodbye to the last semblance of a hormality — the pitter-patter of little paws plodding the hallways, the purrs
and the woofs and the ever-silent snakes coiled and basking in the warm comforting glow of their pens, the fuzzy
ferrets cuddled on Tony’s chest as he relaxed in a recliner watching woodworking videos on YouTube — forever
shattered by a hurricane 3,000 feet above sea level.

All the Garrisons’ pets, including Tony’s favorite ferret, Bandit, ended up at Haywood County’s Misfit Moun-
tain, a nonprofit animal rescue group located just outside of Canton owned and operated by Amy Mclntosh and
her wife, Tara.

“My former supervisor who now works at East Asheville Family Vet had reached out to me because the vet-
erinarian there that got involved in their case,” said Mclntosh, who works part-time as a nursing assistant at
Emergency Veterinary Group in Asheville.

During the chaos and confusion of the storm, plenty of pets became separated from their families. After the
storm, some of the animals had no home to return to, or no owners to reunite with; animal rescue facilities and
shelters were offline, leaving few options and highlighting how another form of infrastructure — not transportation
infrastructure, not water system infrastructure, not communications infrastructure but rather pet care infrastruc-
ture — was stressed to its limits.

But Misfit Mountain isn’t a long-term shelter. Mclntosh relies on a dedicated network of volunteers to care for
animals who become part of Misfit Mountain’s innovative foster program, which is usually focused on finding a
safe place for vulnerable pets surrendered by vulnerable people who don’t really want to part with them but have
to — the unsheltered, those facing incarceration, those needing in-patient substance abuse rehabilitation or those
trying to flee an abusive domestic situation.

N
With spay/neuter access from the ASPCA, Asheville Humane Society and other providers extremely |Iﬂ&l‘éd‘ A
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Page 4 FERRET NEWS, ctd.

McKinney [of Sarge’s Animal Rescue Foundation shelter] said at one point it became time to transport the 69 ani-
mals in their care to other operations that had the capacity to receive them. Sarge's didn’t see a huge influx of ani-
mals after the storm, but did take some from Brother Wolf, which was completely wiped out.

“I was at Brother Wolf the day after the hurricane hit, and | couldn’t even get close to the shelter because there
was still so much water in the area,” said Leah Craig Chumbley, executive director. “The shelter had over 12 feet
of water in it, and so we lost every material asset that we had.” Chumbley estimates the loss at $1 million. Brother
Wolf came away with only a $45,000 check from its insurer.

Animals had already been moved out of Brother Wolf, many to the Humane Society of Charlotte, although
some were transferred all the way up to the Massachusetts SPCA.

Brother Wolf previously had a mobile medical unit that provided care across the area, but it was destroyed by
flooding. Volunteer veterinarians then staffed a borrowed mobile unit, providing free treatment to animals that
needed it. “We were able to actually give care to over 1,200 animals in the weeks following the storm,” said
Chumbley. “We saw animals who had fish hooks in them from being in the flood waters, animals who were sick
from consuming the flood waters, animals with broken limbs who had been hurt by falling trees or by being swept
away. “

On Nov. 16, Mary Garrison and her daughter traveled to Misfit Mountain to retrieve their four ferrets, just be-
fore they were to return home for the first time since that terrible late September day. The reunion was joyful for all
involved, with the ferrets slinking and squirming all over Mary and her daughter, nipping and nuzzling and emitting
happy little chuckling barks.

Their lives forever changed, the Garrisons know their home and their community will never be the same.
“They have done a lot of work around our home, a lot of cleanup, which is wonderful, but the emptiness is still
there,” Mary said. “We’re rebuilding our home by bringing ourselves back, and bringing our animals back.”

That joyful reunion might not have been possible but for the efforts of pet care providers like Misfit Mountain;
however, among the important lessons Hurricane Helene has taught is how precarious the whole system is and
how next time, it might not be there for people like the Garrisons.

..the Garrisons remain thankful for the help provided to the storm’s silent victims.

“Not having to worry about the animals and whether they were okay, whether they were fed, or whether they
had a warm place to sleep was a huge blessing for us and I'm so thankful that there are organizations like this that
exist for people like me who would never have asked for help,” Mary said. “We were able to focus on ourselves
and do what we had to do and to take care of the arrangements for my husband. Now we have to come back
home and begin building whatever our new normal looks like.”

Rescued Ferret finds New Home in Finland

By Holly Phillips, Reprinted from BBC News, November 14, 2024

.
>

A rescued ferret has found a new home 2,000 miles away from where it was =
discovered.

The ferret, named Boh, was found dumped in Waltham, North East Lincoln-
shire, in March and has been adopted by a man in Finland. Boh, also known as
Stink Boy, was rescued by Cleethorpes Wildlife Rescue and fostered by one of ¥
its volunteers before he was given a new home.

Jaakko Rajaniemi flew from Finland to the UK to pick up his new pet. —

The rescue centre did not have enough room for Boh so volunteer Tia Chan
took care of him on a short-term basis. She described Boh as "very smelly"
and "quite bitey" because he was stressed when he first came to live with = =
her.

mouthy when they play, he just wanted to bite me all the time," Ms Chan
said.

Ms Chan posted in an online ferret community, asking for someone to E 4
give Boh a forever home and even joked to her friend, who lives in Finland, |
about adopting him. Much to her surprise, her friend, Mr Rajaniemi, agreed | -
and flew to the UK to pick up his new pet. She said Mr Rajaniemi was keen | =
to adopt Boh because they do not have many ferrets for pets in Finland.

Boh relaxed in his hammock during his flight to Finland and landed _
5 ‘safely in his new country about 2,000 miles (3,200km) away from where he

. A v:ae P:nd.
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HEALTH NEWS Page 5

Canine Distemper: Vaccinate Annually or Titre?
By L. Vanessa Gruden

What’s a titre?

It's a test that measures amounts of substances in blood and is used,
especially, to determine if there is immunity to a particular disease.

In ferrets, it's used to see if they have a sufficient amount of immunity
to, most often, protect against canine distemper.

Why get one done?

Say you have a ferret that had a bad reaction to a vaccine in the past. |
While the standard recommendation is for annual vaccinations, you're
nervous about getting another. Rather than load the ferret with pre-vaccine medications to reduce the chance of
another reaction, you could do a titre test to see if he/she REALLY needs another shot, or if the previous vaccine
is still protective.

Pros & Cons

We throw a big dose of vaccine medicines into little ferrets. The “approved” rabies dosage, for example, is the
same for a horse or a ferret! The canine distemper shot is, again, the same dose for a German Shepherd puppy as
for a ferret. No wonder some ferrets have allergic reactions. Reactions aside, it's not silly to worry about the long-
term health impact of all these drugs.

The biggest argument against doing a titre was always cost. It was simply cheaper and easier to just do an
annual shot rather than testing first to see if it was completely necessary.

There is a reasonably-priced titre test option. Cornell College of Veterinary Medicine does an accurate CD
titre test for $18, plus a $6 fee.

A vet must draw blood and submit the test through Cornell’s Animal Health Diagnostic Center website. They
begin at ahdc.vet.cornell.edu. There, they should search for “Canine Distemper SN” for information about testing
days, submission guidelines, and the appropriate forms.

Some caveats

You will pay vet charges to collect the sample, including an office visit. You will also need to pay for next day
air shipping to the lab with cold box & packs. (Based on what we pay to have vaccines shipped here, figure $25 or
so0.) This is invasive test; they will have to shave your ferret and possibly sedate to draw blood.

You could pay for all that, then discover test results say your ferret needs another vaccine anyway, and
you’re back at square one. So, that’s certainly a consideration.

The decision on whether to titre test or simply vaccinate (with pre-shot meds) against canine distemper for
your ferret is not a simple one. Factor in how worried you are about over-vaccination, how bad the past reaction(s)
have been, what REAL risks there are of contracting CD, and what you can afford.

Note: | include the comment about “REAL risks” because, while | would never suggest people completely
forego vaccinating their ferrets against canine distemper, sometimes there’s a sensible/realistic judgement to
make as your ferret ages. I'm not a vet! But my advice is to make sure they are vaccinated when they’re young
and for their first few years. But you might let it slide when the ferret is older, UNLESS there are certain high-risk
transmission situations. Those include: Letting your ferret walk outside at or near a dog park. You work at a shel-
ter, vet, or with stray dogs. You're an avid hiker through woods that could harbor CD in wildlife and thus, bring itin
on your shoes. In those cases, there is an elevated risk of exposure to CD for your ferrets and yes, please contin-
ue to vaccinate, even if perhaps you decide to do so bi-annually.

H Photo far left from Today's
Th Dangers Of DIStemper Veter/haa/.Practice.com.
g R What distemper looks like. Trust us, NOT a Note the site has a 2018
. . article discussing CD in
disease you want to toy with. ferrets in detail by Joerg
— = Meyer, DMV, if you're
Interested.

Near left, from the USDA
website. Note THEY call it
‘rare” due to vaccinations.
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Page 6 AVIAN FLU

Avian Flu Updates

News is continuously evolving. At this point,
69 people have been diagnosed and 1 has died.

It's important to note that symptoms in
humans can be mild and few are being tested -
mostly those working on farms who show clear
symptoms. What’s worrisome is remembering the
current administration’s response to Covid-19 -
“gee, if we test, we find cases, so let’s not test.” If
you stand on a NYC street on trash day with your
eyes closed, sure, you can say there isn’t a rat
infestation, because you won’t SEE the rats
streaming past like a river. That doesn’t mean
they’re not there.

In the Northeast. avian flu was detected in a This is the last CDC map of identified areas with avian flu shown in purple.

chicken flock in New London County, a duck farm
on Long Island, and a few dozen ducks & swans in Meriden (central CT.)

February 7, NY Gov. Kathy Hochul ordered a week’s shutdown of all New York live markets after 7 cases
of avian flu was discovered. Unfortunately, the Associated Press reports there was a “race to sell chickens”
before the order went into effect. And they were slated to reopen on February 14. [Happy Valentine’s Day!
Here’s a flu-infected duck for dinner.]

Then the CDC and FDA were ordered to not publish anything without approval. On February 8 data was
“mistakenly” posted THEN DELETED. It had crucial information, indicating cats and humans in the same
household tested positive for HSN1 and there was a suspicion of cross-species transmission. In one instance, a
cat died after showing symptoms, but not before infecting another household cat. Then a teen in the same
home tested positive. In a second incident, a dairy farmworker showed symptoms. Two days later, a cat within
the house showed symptoms and died the next day.

The best places to find good information are responsible news sources like CNN, PBS, and major
newspapers (who must fact-check). You can also obtain updates on the American Medical Assn. website, which
is also independent.

RIGHT NOW, the risk to humans is low. Most - though not all - infections show in workers in poultry and
dairy facilities. Domestic flocks pick it up from wild flocks, and there’s an indication it is spread through cow
milking machines.

The current biggest threat is to wildlife, poultry, and domestic cats.

The American Veterinary Medical Association states cats are primarily exposed through contact with wild
birds, drinking raw milk, or raw meat.

Clinical signs for cats included neurologic (circling, tremors, seizures, or blindness); severe depression;
heavy discharge from the nose and eyes; other respiratory signs, including rapid or difficulty breathing, and
possibly sneezing or coughing. If your cat, or you come across a cat, exhibiting these signs, contact your vet
asap and limit direct contact with the animal.

Things you can do: Keep cats indoors!!! Do not feed - or drink yourself - raw milk.

In last issue we discussed commercial raw diets, given some cats in the Northwest were infected through
one brand. Doubts have been sewn about the assertions of Stella & Chewy’s that their food is infection-free. If it
concerns you, cook the raw food. Heat kills many pathogens.

There’s been online discussion about eggs, also, as some owners like to give eggs to pets as an alternate
protein. | found: It’s unlikely eggs in grocery stores would be contaminated as they are sanitized. However, if
you have your own chickens or you buy direct from a small farm/backyard there COULD be contamination on
the shell. Thoroughly cooking an egg will destroy virus, similar to cooking raw pet food. Eggs (for you OR your
pet) should be cooked until yolk is firm, and avoid runny scrambled eggs. Pasteurized egg products - like liquid
egg whites - are safe. Practice safe handling—hand & counter sanitizing—especially with farm eggs.

Some good news: Science.Org reports a team of scientists affiliated with the CDC has determined a preclinical
(not yet fully tested) trial shows mRNA vaccines can prevent avian flu (HS5N1) infection in ferrets. Two doses of
mRNA vaccination elicited robust antibody titers against an 2022 avian version and a 2024 human version.
mRNA vaccination protected the ferrets from dying, whereas all the unvaccinated ferrets succumbed to

B infection.
W A / ) 30f course, they’re testing this to create a HUMAN vaccine, but clearly a similar vaccine could be used for
B ywe ferrets, also.
J
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MUSTALID NEWS Page 7
Endangered Black-footed Ferret Babies Spotted in Pueblo County

By Tracy Harmon. Reprinted from the Pueblo Chieftain, December 16, 2024

Wildlife biologists are sharing "a lot of good news coming out of ferret world" in the fight to save North Ameri-
ca's critically endangered black-footed ferret.

In Pueblo County, there's evidence of at least two wild-born kits at the Pueblo Chemical Depot property and
that is a first. Nationally, the first-ever black-footed ferrets born to a cloned endangered animal were reported in No-
vember.

Because the ferrets are typically very shy, it has been difficult for biologists like Ed Schmal of Colorado Parks
and Wildlife's Southeast Region to document their survival after they're released in the wild. About 150 ferrets have
been released in Pueblo County since 2016.

Until this year, there has been little to no proof that they are reproducing. Sometimes a curious ferret will be
spotted but they are "very tough to ID," Schmal explained.

During a recent "spotlighting" event on the Pueblo Chemical Depot property, Jonathan Reitz and other state
parks biologists were able to shine lights toward burrows and document the glint of curious wild-born kit eyes beam-
ing back at them.

"A couple of individuals that they spotlighted did not have pit tags so that means they were not released and
that is huge," Schmal said. "We are through the moon — this has been decades in the making.”

Another spotlighting event on the Walker Ranch near Pueblo West in October achieved proof that at least five
individual ferrets had made it through the year, Schmal said. About 10 to 15 black-footed ferrets are released in
prairie dog colonies on the sprawling ranch each
year. "Being able to see that they are persisting on
the landscape means the ferret picture looks much
better," he said.

In 2015, the Walker Ranch was hit hard by
plague in the prairie dog colony. Ferrets rely on
prairie dogs for food, plus they take up residence in
abandoned prairie dog burrows.

Biologists like Schmal have spent the past 10
years fighting back against the plague by deploying
vaccine baits (small, blue, peanut-butter-flavored
nuggets) and deploying delta dust to kill plague-
carrying fleas.

"We suspect the plague is always there at
some level but this has really helped us build the
sites back up," Schmal told the Chieftain. "It has
been a very long road and we are all proud they
are building back up."

"It makes my career worth it," he said.

Cloned Ferret Gives Birth to Kits in Virginia

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and conservation partners announced the groundbreaking achievement in
endangered species research — the first-ever birth of black-footed ferrets produced by a cloned ferret named Anto-
nia — in November.

Antonia gave birth to two healthy offspring after mating with Urchin, a 3-year-old male black-footed ferret at the
Smithsonian’s National Zoo and Conservation Biology Institute in Front Royal, Virginia, according to a U.S. Fish
and Wildlife press release.

The birth marks the first time a cloned U.S. endangered species has produced offspring, showcasing a critical
step forward in using cloning to enhance genetic diversity in conservation efforts. Antonia initially gave birth to three
kits but one passed away shortly after birth.

The remaining two — one male and one female — are in good health and meeting developmental milestones.
Schmal said he has been watching the national news "from a distance and it is very encouraging."

"When the breeding program started we had under 15 black-footed ferrets collected from the wild and biolo-
gists worried about a genetic bottleneck," he said. "In order to work toward a biologically diverse population we ‘ ‘
have to use every possible tool in our genetic toolbox." @

Research partners cloned Antonia using tissue samples collected in 1988 from a black-footed ferret nar‘e‘I A s

, @
Continued on page 8 A p %
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Page 8 MUSTALID NEWS, ctd. & HUMOR

Willa, whose genetic material was preserved in the Frozen Zoo at the San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance. Partners at
Revive & Restore and ViaGen Pets & Equine pioneered the technology.

Willa’s samples contain three times the genetic diversity seen in the current population of black-footed ferrets,
all of which (except the three clones and new offspring) are descended from just seven surviving individuals. Intro-
ducing these previously unrepresented genes could play a key role in increasing the species’ genetic diversity
which is vital to healthy, long-term recovery, according to the press release.

Antonia and her kits will remain at the facility for further research. Although there are no plans to release them
into the wild, their existence is "very encouraging," Schmal said.

"This historic event is a testament to the importance of conservation partnerships," according to the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife press release.

Schmal agrees. "In Colorado, we have a U.S. Fish and Wildlife team working out of Fort Collins and the whole
program is a team effort. There are so many agencies, tribes and zoos involved and relying on partners plays a big
part," he said.

Schmal said the conservation effort still has a long way to go, but, "there is a lot of good news coming out of
ferret world."

Mysterious Japanese Kindergarten Shoe Thief
Turns Out to Be Adorable Critter, Not Pervert

Story by PopCrush. Reprinted from MSN.com, December 12, 2024

In southwestern Japan, a kindergarten faced a puzzling shoe thief - until a se-
curity camera exposed the culprit: a mischievous weasel.

Teachers and parents in Fukuoka grew alarmed as children’s indoor slip-on
shoes, typically stored in cubbyholes near the door, began vanishing. Fearing a hu-
man intruder with a shoe fetish, police installed three security cameras. To theirre- |
lief, the footage revealed a tiny weasel darting off with a white shoe clutched in its
mouth.

“It's great it turned out not to be a human,” Deputy Police Chief Hiroaki Inada
told the Associated Press. The footage showed the weasel sneaking from behind a
wall, grabbing shoes, and scurrying away. Over several days, it swiped a total of 22
shoes, favoring lightweight white canvas ones.

. : ; : ; What a Japanese weasel looks
Weasqls are known for hpardlng objec;ts, often. stashllng ther_n to line thelr nests. | .o when NOT pifering shoes.
Experts believe the furry bandit was preparing for winter hibernation, CBS claims.

Kindergarten director Yoshihide Saito shared the children’s reaction to the discovery. “We were so relieved,”
he told broadcaster RKB Mainichi Broadcasting, CBS reports. “The kids got a good laugh when they saw the video,”
he added.

While the weasel’s antics caused a brief stir, the incident brought an un-
expected dose of humor to the school community. No charges are expected
for the furry thief, whose actions were deemed innocent preparation for the
colder months, the BBC reports.

In the clip posted to TikTok, the weasel can be seen going cubby to cub-
by in search of the perfect
shoe to take. Once it [
found the right one, it took
off with the shoe.

Editor Note: if you do a
search on YouTube for
‘Japanese weasel shoe
thief” you can watch the
short video, which was on
TikTok and made multiple
US news outlets.
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Don’t Separate: Research Confirms

By L. Vanessa Gruden

One of the persistent myths about introducing new ferrets into families that pet owners take as faith is that
you should keep the new pets separate. “Let them get used to each other’s smell,” people are told. “Take a week
or two before putting them together.”

I've always preached this is honsense and was, thus, delighted to come across a short research piece in the
AVMA Journal that confirms my experience.

Written by Valerie Staton, PhD and Sharon Crowell-Davis, DVM, a 2003 paper titled “Factors Associated
with Aggression between Pairs of Ferrets’ detailed:

Objective—To identify factors (eg, familiarity, sex, neutering status, and time of year) associated with aggres-
sion between domestic ferrets and test a method for reducing aggression when introducing ferrets.

Animals—56 healthy domestic ferrets.

Procedure—To identify variables associated with aggression, pairs were placed in an enclosed area and ob-
served. To test whether increasing familiarity would decrease aggression when introducing ferrets, pairs of fer-
rets were housed in separate cages next to each other or in separate rooms for 2 weeks prior to introduction.

Results—49 of 82 pairs of strangers fought, but 31 cage mate pairs did not. Time of year had no apparent
effect. Pairs consisting of 2 neutered females or 2 sexually intact males were significantly more likely to fight than
were pairs consisting of a neutered female and a sexually intact male. Pairs caged next to each other for 2 weeks
prior to introduction were no less likely to fight than were control pairs.

Conclusions—Results suggest that familiarity, sex, and neutering status are important determinants of ag-
gression between ferrets. If unfamiliar neutered ferrets are introduced, then pairing 2 males or a male and female
would likely result in the lowest levels of aggression. However, neutered females and sexually intact males are
not indiscriminately aggressive, as a neutered female can be paired with a sexually intact male without resulting
in aggression. Caging ferrets next to each other for 2 weeks does not decrease aggression when the ferrets are
introduced. /My emphasis.]

So..When introducing dogs or cats, yes, let them slowly get used to each other’s presence. There are great
reasons for that: it's dangerous for YOU to get in the middle of a dog fight! And (even after 30+ years of ferret-
sheltering) the only pet scar on my hand is from getting too close to two squabbling cats.

But dogs are pack animals that need to integrate newcomers, and cats can be very territorial. Domestic fer-
rets interact differently. They do have a pecking order in a group and there is an Alpha — normally a female of
good health and in her prime (2-3 years old). But my observations of ferrets in the shelter room is that their social
order shifts each time new ferrets arrive and others depart.

It's very common for new ferrets to accept everyone already in the shelter room when they arrived, but bully
the heck out of anyone who arrives AFTER them. | don'’t think those ferrets have necessarily become “alphas,”
just that they want to make sure they don'’t lose their current status to a newcomer.

A lot depends on the newcomer’s personality and age. A big, young guy might be too dumb to realize
someone is trying to bully him and just think they are playing! They will play back and the bully gives up and
leaves them be. However, a timid ferret, or one elderly, could get beaten up.

| used to feel terrible for them! Then | realized they ALSO might start beating up an even newer arrival. And
while aggressive males might seem to hurt those bullied more, those temperamental little sprites (altered fe-
males) can be real pests when they decide they don’t like another female.

It's very rare for a ferret to seriously hurt another healthy ferret. There may be yelling, pooping, hiding, etc.,
but as long as everyone is eating OK, things normally will resolve themselves. Often, the ferret doing the most
yelling (screeching is a girl’'s go-to defense) is the one doing the biting. Ferret mating is rough and girls are de-
signed to put up with manhandling.

Note there are certainly situations where someone in the group who is ill/elderly cannot tolerate any bullying
or even vigorous playing. That’s a different scenario; here I'm talking about your average healthy ferret.

For a new ferret arriving in the shelter, they’re already off-kilter and nervous. Moving them right into the shel-
ter room means they must quickly learn not only the new area, but that it comes with furry roommates.

Our recommendation is to put new ferrets together immediately and keep them together as much as possi-
ble. It's a great idea to start off in neutral territory, where everyone is so interested in the new area they’re dis-
tracted, but you may not have that option. But keeping them separate for weeks is not going to ease the transi-
tion, it's just makes it last longer. And if you freak out and separate every time you hear a squeak, each time you

put the ferrets back together their social order jockeying starts back from Square One. \
“Put your fingers in your ears and ignore it!” | advise. “As long as there’s no blood and everyone is eating &%
pooping fine, they’ll work it out.” & i ’_{4\
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MEDIA
Billy & Molly: an Otter Love Story

National Geographic aired this film about a man living in the Shet-
land Islands who meets a starving young river otter and decides to
help her.

He feeds her, builds her a small house, and researches her
needs. In return, she reconnects him to the natural world, and gives
him a renewed appreciation for the beauty all around. He’s also
blessed with a loving and VERY tolerant wife!

It's a charming way to spend 90 minutes. You can watch if you |-
subscribe to a provider that streams Nat Geo (Hulu. Disney+) or on r{"‘
their own website, NationalGeographic.com. & _

Flow

By Eric Fish, DVM, PhD. Review published on AllScience.Substack.com

This weekend | had the pleasure of seeing the Latvian ani-
mated film Flowin the theater. The plot is simple: One day, with-
out warning, it starts raining. We’'re introduced to an unnamed
black cat living in a run-down house filled with drawings and
sculptures of cats. There are no people around the house, or any
other part of the movie. In fact, there is no dialogue at all during
the hour and a half running time. Within a few minutes, you won'’t
notice or care.

As the water rises, the cat tries to flee to higher ground along with a stampede of deer, packs of birds, and other
animals. Our ‘hero’ soon takes refuge on a drifting row boat that contains a capybara stowaway. Soon their world is
completely flooded and they drift past half-submerged cities and mountains. Their crew grows to include several oth-
er critters, including a Golden Retriever, a lemur, and a secretary bird.

For the most part, the animals behave like they would in the wild, this isn’t The Secret Life of Pets. The dopey
Golden constantly tries to play. We cheer as the cat who hates water learns to swim and catch fish. The lemur
hoards trinkets. The most unrealistic part of the movie is they figure out how to push the tiller connected to the rud-
der.

You would think that a movie without any human characters or dialogue would be boring, well, Flow is anything
BUT. On the contrary, | was often on the edge of my seat, terrified for the danger these little guys faced. They’re con-
stantly escaping predators and rising water. Without spoiling too much, there are several beautiful scenes that blur
the line between the real world and the metaphysical or supernatural.

The water eventually recedes and our protagonist finds himself in a new land. At the start of the movie he is
alone, by the end he is surrounded by new friends.

What, if anything, does this movie “mean”? On the most superficial level, it uses the classic survival tale to drive
escapist entertainment. Some cute animals go on a journey, and after overcoming many obstacles, there is a happy
ending. Clearly, one of the basic themes is unity—our motley crew of very different species that initially don’t get along
eventually learn to help each other survive. But | think there is more going on.

Many of the towns our furry friends pass appear run-down, long since abandoned. It is implied that people may
have been wiped out by some calamity, though it is never stated explicitly. Add in the flooding plot and it seems to be
a clear parable about climate change and sea level rise.

Still, the movie’s metaphors are more subtle than a cartoon about global warming. Water is an ever-present
symbol in the film, and it is constantly flowing forward, propelling the action and our characters. Impermanence
seems to be the main message: Things are constantly changing, the world moves on. Or it could mean something
else completely different to you! Like the best poems, this movie is open to many different interpretations.

Flowis a feast for the senses with gorgeous animation. The ambient nature sounds make you feel like you're
right there with these animals and the musical score is understated yet effective. It all adds up to a surprisingly mov-
ing film.

| would recommend Flowto audiences of all ages. Kids will love the animation and cute animals. Adults will

“n rvel at the magical realism and subtle themes. If you can, see it in theaters rather than waiting for streaming—your
i gg room TV won’t do justice to this lush picture.

b}
. A ‘ ' Editor Note: Flow is currently available on Max (HBO) to watch for free. Highly recommend/
D)
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Petsmart Launches Pilot Pet Food Bag Recycling Program

Reprinted from Pet Product News, October 2024

As part of its efforts to expand consumer access to sustainable
products and programs, PetSmart is partnering with TerraCycle, a com-
pany that recycles hard-to-recycle materials, to launch an in-store recy-
cling program for all brands of empty pet food, treat and cat litter bags
made from flexible plastic.

The PetSmart Pet Food & Treat Bags Free Recycling Program is
now in 100 PetSmart stores across Arizona and New Jersey.

The U.S. pet food industry produces an estimated 300 million
pounds of plastic waste annually, most of which is not accepted through
curbside recycling. As a result, 99% of all pet food packaging is thrown
away rather than recycled, officials said. The PetSmart recycling program tackles this problem by allowing con-
sumers to collect and recycle their empty pet food, treat and litter bags, keeping them out of landfills and incinera-
tors.

Consumers can drop off empty pet food, treat or cat litter bags in designated recycling bins at participat-
ing PetSmart locations. Once received at TerraCycle’s material recovery facilities, the plastic packaging is shred-
ded, cleaned and transformed into raw materials used to make new recycled products.

Every PetSmart store in Arizona and New Jersey will be participating in the pilot program.

Petco Recommits to Adoption-Only Policy for Rabbits

Reprinted from Pet Age, November/December 2024 issue.

Petco has announced it is recommitting to an adoption-only policy for rabbits - the third most popular com-
panion animal in the U.S. - following the completion of a limited pilot involving the sale of fewer than 50 rabbits in
select locations. The decision was made in line with the company’s longstanding Think Adoption First philosophy -
which encourages prospective pet parents to consider adopting a homeless pet rather than purchasing one,
whenever possible - and feedback received in partnership with animal rescue and welfare organizations nation-
wide.

“As a mission-driven business, piloting and learning new ways of working is crucial to our long-term success,
which includes ensuring everything we do improves lives, and is the right thing for pets and the communities of
pet lovers we serve,” said Benjamin Thiele-Long, chief ESG and communications officer. “We put great care and
thought into piloting a responsible way to offer neutered rabbits for those looking for a new family member, and
through this process we'’ve learned - from our own Petco partners and customers, as well as Petco Love and its
animal welfare partners - we can have a greater impact by refocusing our efforts into helping find homes for the
thousands of rabbits already looking for loving families across the country.”

To further support this commitment and help encourage responsible rabbit adoptions, Petco will offer a 20
percent off “Start Right” savings for pet parents who adopt a rabbit from any established rabbit rescue or adoption
group through October.* Additionally, all remaining miniature rabbits that were made available for purchase at
select Petco locations as part of the recent pilot will be offered for adoption.

Pet food Recalled over Bird Flu Contamination

By Doha Madani. Reprinted from NBC News.com, December 25, 2024.

A voluntary recall was issued for a line of raw and frozen pet food after a cat died of bird
flu, a case that Oregon officials connected to the feline's contaminated food.

Northwest Naturals told consumers Tuesday to toss their Feline Turkey Recipe raw fro-
zen pet food if its sell-by date falls between May 21, 2026, and June 23, 2026. The compa-
ny's website said the batch, which was sold across the United States, tested positive for high-
ly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI), more commonly known as bird flu. Consumers can call 866-637-1872 for
information on a refund.

The Oregon Agriculture Department also issued a notice about the recall, which followed tests by its lab and
a veterinary diagnostic laboratory at Oregon State University. State Veterinarian Dr. Ryan Scholz said the depart-
ment was confident that the cat's bird flu was contracted from the Northwest Naturals food.

"This cat was strictly an indoor cat; it was not exposed to the virus in its environment, and results from the & "
genome sequencing confirmed that the virus recovered from the raw pet food and infected cat were exact match- % ,
es to each other," he said. 1 S A v
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LEGISLAT IVE NEWS
United States

Colorado’s Proposition 129 created the profession of veterinary professional associate requiring a master’s
degree and registration with the State Board of Veterinary Medicine, allowing VPAs to practice veterinary medi-
cine under the supervision of a licensed veterinarian. It passed with 53% approval from voters.

The Federal PAW Act of 2024 was introduced by Representative Claudia Tenney, (R)/NY (co-sponsors:
Deborah Ross (D)/NC; Carol Miller (R)/WV;Chrissy Houlihan (D)/PA & Joe Neguse, (D)/CO) in September. It
would allow those with Health Spending Accounts or Flexible Spending Accounts to use funds in them for veter-
inary expenses and veterinary insurance. In September the bill was referred to committee—given the current
chaos in the House, it’s unclear when/if it may pass out of Committee for a vote, though the bipartisan support is
hopeful. If we hear more, we’ll publish an alert to ask YOUR representative for support.

United Kingdom

As of June 10, cats in England must be microchipped whether they live outdoors or inside. Unchipped cat
owners face a £500 fine. The new law applies to all cats over 20 weeks old. The RSPCA said that one in 10
cats going into their centres were still not microchipped. A survey suggested 1.9 million cats were not chipped,
and about 300,000 owners “weren’t sure” if their cats were chipped or not. Chip resistance is due to owner
claims of indoor-only cats or those that went outside but “didn’t go far.” Chip costs are £20 or £30 and can be
performed at vets or shelters. Currently, the new microchip rules don’t apply to Scotland, Wales or Northern
Ireland.

Pet owners will soon need 'passports' to travel from the mainland UK to Northern Ireland. The paperwork,
which is free to apply for, includes a declaration that the owner will not travel onwards to Ireland or another EU
country with their pet or assistance dog. Dogs, cats & ferrets will need to be microchipped and possess their
own individual pet travel document, valid for their lifetime. Northern Ireland residents returning after a stay in
Great Britain with their pet or assistance dog will not require a travel document.

Latvia (Excerpted from ENG.LSM.Iv)

Starting in July, dogs born after August 31, 2023 will be banned from being kept on a chain in Latvia. Other
requirements to improve pet welfare, such as the registration of cats and ferrets, will also be introduced. The
amendments to the Animal Protection Act are designed to improve the welfare of animals, prevent uncontrolled
breeding and seizure, and reduce the number of stray and shelter animals.

The amendments to the law impose additional obligations on the owner of the animal for the protection of
domestic animals, stipulating that a domestic animal may be reproduced, without harm to the animal's health, at
an age when it has reached breeding sexual maturity. It stipulates that a female dog, cat, and ferret may not
have more than one litter per year.

On the other hand, amendments to the Veterinary Medicine Law adopted with urgency state that in the
future, it will be necessary to register and chip not only dogs but also cats and ferrets. Consequently, the chang-
es to the Veterinary Medicine Law stipulate that owners or keepers of animals will have a duty to ensure that the
cat and ferret of the house is marked with a chip...that it has a passport and is registered in the database of the
Domestic Animal Register of the Agricultural Data Center.

The amendments provide that any owner or keeper of a dog, cat or ferret whose animal has babies is to be
considered a breeder of domestic animals. The owner is obliged to register the fact of breeding the animal by
making a note in the database of the Pet Register. Pet breeding establishments shall be monitored and con-
trolled by the Food and Veterinary Service.

The amendments also expand the rights of different law enforcement institutions to act upon offenses in
animal welfare.

Ukraine

The Unified State Register of Pets has been launched in Ukraine. Registration of animals is voluntary.
...data about cats, dogs and ferrets will be stored, including: nickname and description of the animal; information
about vaccination and sterilization; contacts of owners; and other data essential for the animal’s health.

According to Deputy Minister Denys Bashlyk, the register will have advantages for animal owners, namely:
restoration of lost documents and data about the registered animal directly from the Register; easier search for
registered lost animals; and simplifed traveling with animals in Ukraine (this opportunity will be available after
the veterinary passport appears next year.

Spain

These rules passed in 2023, but are interesting.

e animal abuse is punished with more than one year imprisonment, reaching up to 36 months in case
) of death. Financial penalties range from 500 to 200,000 euros depending on

1) ! the seriousness of the infringement; Continued on page 15
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e commercialisation of animals in pet stores is prohibited. It will now no longer be possible to sell
cats, dogs or ferrets. These animals can now only be acquired under the age of four months directly
from their birth breeding nucleus or through adoption from registered animal protection entities.

e a pet may not be left unattended for more than three consecutive days, a period that is reduced to
24 hours in the case of dogs.

e there is now a maximum amount of pets one can have: five.

e The new law also establishes rules to avoid uncontrolled breeding. Breeding should be carried out
by responsible persons who are registered. It specifies measures must be taken to avoid uncon-
trolled reproduction, such as sterilisation.

o All cats will have to be identified via microchip and sterilised before the age of six months, except
those registered as breeders.

e The direct sale of any type of pet through the internet, web portals or any telematic means or appli-
cation is prohibited.

HSUS Changes Name

In February, the Humane Society of the United States has
changed its name to “Humane World for Animals.” Other than
now having to spend a boatload of $$ to change their marketing
materials, what'’s the point?

President Kitty Block, in a letter to donors who had already
named HSUS in their estates (notably, the first to be informed)
said, “We have found that not everyone understands the extent and scope of our work. After careful considera-
tion, we have decided to change our name to better reflect our global mission and reach.”

According to an article posted by Merritt Clifton of Animals24-7, a former employee of the organization,
“The use of the name “Humane Society of the United States” over the decades became often mistaken by do-
nors to mean that HSUS funded, managed, or at least supervised local animal shelters as a primary mission,
which it never did, although operating [two] model shelters was part of the early mission, and the annual HSUS
Expo, begun in 1992, is by far the largest conference focused on animal sheltering. Complaints from local hu-
mane societies that HSUS fundraising appeals were, and are, poaching their donors have been incessant.”

The cranky Mr. Clifton notes, “Rebranding often just means the same old $@%# in a shiny new package.
Humane societies from the smallest to the largest have often rebranded in recent years, albeit rarely with readi-
ly visible results in terms of fundraising and accomplishment. The disadvantage of a name change is losing do-
nor recognition, but often the name change also loses remembrance of past scandals and failings.”

Clifton says, “the Humane Society of the U.S. tows a considerable string of tin cans tied to its figurative tail,
in the form of corruption scandals during the administrations of former presidents John Hoyt (1970-1998) and
Paul Irwin (1998-2004). There was also a combined financial and sexual harassment scandal involving former
senior vice president David Wills in 1995,” [who received life in prison!] In 2018, president Wayne Pacelle was
forced out due to sexual harassment complaints, though he notes Pacelle has subsequently avoided any issues
in his newly built ventures, Animal Wellness Action and the Center for A Humane Economy and seems to be
doing good work there.

The cantankerous Merritt Clifton aside, I’'m among those (among MANY other animal pros) who criticize
HSUS. Like the ASPCA, it rakes in piles of money with appeals pretending to help animals locally. For example,
within days of the California wildfires, | received an email. The stated need? “Our Animal Rescue Team is pre-
pared to deploy [my emphasis] as needed to help the hardest hit communities. Donate to our Emergency Ani-
mal Relief Fund now to help ensure animals get the help they need during situations like this.”

Only one problem: HSUS was not on the ground doing anything. Nor were they giving money to the groups
that WERE helping animals. Man, this makes me mad. | knew this appeal was coming, but it was an affront.

On the other hand, World Animal Protection shared a LIST OF LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS helping wildfire
animals and urged people to donate directly. We shared it on our Facebook page. THAT’S an ethical way to act.
Even the ASPCA had the decency to start a Wildfire Response Grant program for shelters in the affected areas
and not just whine for money.

Did you give to HSUS from that appeal? Sorry, you were fooled. Large orgs like ASPCA and HSUS/
Humane World do help animals, but like many orgs with more money than they probably need, the funds may
be spent in ways that aren’t effective and are rarely direct. Please don'’t just respond to marketing appeals. Use 2 B
your brains to send your hard-earned dollars to the places and missions you really care about. \ P
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