My kid wants a ferret!

Shelters see a LOT of ferrets surrendered by families whose child desperately
wanted one. Before you agree:

Ferrets need:

Daily fresh food/water & cleaning;

Daily human interaction/playtime;

Minimum 4-5+ hours/day time out of cage, divided morning/evening;
Monthly grooming (nails clipped, ears cleaned, teeth brushed);
Annual vaccinations (rabies & canine distemper);
Boarding/petsitting if you're away more than overnight;

Careful & constant ferret-proofing (they’re into EVERYTHING).

Other considerations:

e Small children can hurt or be hurt by a scared ferret;

e Quality food is $20-$40 for 4 Ibs.;

e Vet care is harder to find & more expensive (an accident could cost $1,000-
$4,000); avg. lifetime ferret care costs can be up to $10,000;

e Older ferrets are prone to cancer (could you do 2x/day meds & special feedings a
common disease requires?);

e Litter use isn’t natural; expect poop on the floor, in corners & under furniture;

e Musky scent bothers some (bedrooms & small rooms concentrate odor);

e This is not a “starter” pet; ferrets are like a kitten or puppy.

Also think about:

Fads. For some kids (and young adults!), a ferret is a “cool” pet. Maybe “cool” to obtain,
but not so easy to find a shelter for one if it doesn’t work out.

The “report.” Parents may hear “have your child research & write a report.” Do you think
it will accurately portray ferret’s pros/cons? Kids are smart and persuasive: they can
create terrific child-size marketing presentations. Do your OWN research from objective
sources. Talk to experienced ferret owners, not the clerk trying to sell you one.

Responsibility. Your child probably has household chores suited to their age/abilities. Are
they assigned to take out trash every Monday? Do they do it most Mondays on their own?
Do you have to remind them every week? Do you have to start reminding at 4 pm and
every hour after until they grudgingly comply? There are MANY more chores with ferret
care. Think about how much nagging you may need/want to do.

Attention span. It’s a child’s nature to explore new interests; it leads them to the hobbies
& jobs they’ll enjoy when mature. Did your kid ever beg for a guitar & lessons, but after 2
months it sat in a closet? The guitar isn’t a living being with needs of its own.

Lifestyle/life changes. A teen’s life will change a lot when they discover social activities
or dating. For most, turning 18 means they are off for college, military, full-time jobs or
their own apartment. Time to care for an animal can disappear and affordable housing
often prohibits pets. Think ahead to ensure they don’t leave a pet behind you don’t want.

Bottom line. No child can be fully in charge of a pet; you must partner with them for the
ferret’s safety, comfort & health. If YOU aren’t willing to take over all care for a ferret
should issues arise, please don’t get one. A ferret deserves a home for life.

Positives. It’s not all bad! Ferrets can be a terrific companion for a lonely or socially
awkward older child. They are funny and love to play, which can cheer anyone stressed or
sad. Parents sometimes find THEY appreciate the ferret more than the child! Just be
realistic about what your kid can handle and how much more work YOU can handle in your
life.






